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The Millsite Residential Character Area 

In this chapter the   
following topics are 
addressed: 
 
· Design Goals  
· Mass and Size  
· Building and Roof 
Form  

· Relationship to the 
Town Grid  

· Building Orientation  
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Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 
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On larger structures, consider organizing the 
building mass into subordinate elements. 

 

Develop buildings that maintain the general 
shape of structures seen in the Historic 
Residential Character Area. 
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Gabled 

Mansard 

Cross-Gabled 

Hipped 

The simple forms of 
gable, hip, mansard 
roofs are appropriate. 
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In this chapter the   
following topics 
are addressed: 
· Design Goals  
· Mass and Size  
· Building and Roof 
Form  

· Platting  
· Streets  
· Views  
· Building           
Orientation  

· Cut-and-Fill  
· Landscaping  
· Site Lighting  

The Millsite Hillside Character Area 
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Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 
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Use building masses that rein-
force the perception of the natu-
ral topography. Buildings that 
cut into slopes are encouraged 
where they can help minimize 
the perceived mass and size. 
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Use building forms that reinforce the 
perception of the natural topogra-
phy. 
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Locate buildings in line with 
existing contours when  
feasible. 
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Preserve views to scenic features. This building rises above the vege-
tation of the hillside, thereby blocking views, and is inappropriate. 
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Orient buildings on the site to 
complement the natural topogra-
phy. 

Use retaining walls and terraces to minimize 
cut-and-fill that would alter the perceived natu-
ral topography of the site. Screen retaining 
walls with plant materials or face them with 
rock. 
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Large areas of glass in exterior walls that 
may allow “spill-over” of interior light 
sources, resulting in nighttime glare, should 
be avoided. Contact the town for more information about  

Georgetown’s “Dark Sky” ordinance. 
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The Meadows Residential Character Area 

In this chapter the   
following topics are 
addressed: 
· Design Goals  
· Mass and Size  
· Building and Roof 
Form  

· Platting  
· Building Orientation  
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Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 
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Gabled Mansard Cross-Gabled Hipped Shed (additions) 

The simple forms of gable, mansard, cross-gable, hipped and shed roofs are appropriate. 
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The Meadows Multifamily Character Area 

In this chapter the   
following topics 
are addressed: 
· Design Goals  
· Mass and Size  
· Building and Roof 
Form  

· Building Setbacks  
· Building           
Orientation  

· Positive Open 
Space  

· Automobile      
Circulation and 
Parking  
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The Meadows Multifamily Character Area. 

 

Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 

 

The Meadows Multifamily Character Area. 



page 25 

 

����	��
�"�

����#��$�%��� �
�
!8����������#�@� �
�
�

$���� ��� ��
� ������������ ��������
�� ��
� �����
-����� �� �
���
��
� � ��������� ��
��0���� ��� ��6
�� 5�
�����	��	��
��	
 ������ ���	��"���� ����	������	
�����	��	�� �	��	� ��	��
��
	��

�������	
���������� �

�
�

�

 MEADOWS MULTIFAMILY  

*8���4��� 9������
� ��@��� ����� ������� �������������3
$��������8 �
&E���3�� ���
�� ��� ������6
� ��
� �
��
�0
�� ��6
� ��� ��

�������� � ��
�� ��
�� ���� �
����� ��
���� ��
� ���

� �
�
������������������
��������
��
��������
������

(E���3�� ���
�� ��� ��
�'� ��� ��
� �
��
�0
�� ����� ���
��������
 ���0��
��������������
�� ����� ��
� ��������
��� ��6
���� �����������

�����������������

�
�8�������	(�	�����	���������������	���������������� ����
����$��������8 �
&E��� !��0��
�����
-����������� ������������
�
�
�� ������


�����
���
�����������
������
� ���� �
� ���
��
�� ���
��
����

���

�

8��� ?�	
�� ����� ������� 9�� ������(��� ����� ����	���
9������
��� 	����	� ����� �� ���
�����	����	�8 �
&E�������� 
���� �
��� �
���
� ��
� �
��
�0
����6
������ 
�

���	
����
(E�����
� ��
�� �
�


�� ��
� ����������������� �����

���������
� ��� ��
� �0
�����������0
���
������
����
��
����
�  

In order to minimize the perceived size 
of a building, step down its height to-
ward the street, neighboring structures 
and the rear of the lot. In order to 
break up the perceived mass of struc-
ture, divide it into modules that are 
similar in size to buildings seen tradi-
tionally. 
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Break up a larger building into subordi-
nate elements to reduce its apparent 
size, especially for buildings on large 
parcels. 
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Developed shared open space between projects. 
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Consider providing parking in enclosed structures that are separate 
from the primary structure. These garages should be smaller in 
size than the surrounding single-family residences, and appear 
as secondary structures on the site. 
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The Meadows Hillside Character Area. 

In this chapter the   
following topics are 
addressed: 
· Design Goals   
· Mass and Size  
· Building and Roof 
Form  

· Platting  
· Streets  
· Views  
· Building Orientation  
· Cut-and-Fill  
· Landscaping  
· Site Lighting  
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Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 
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Use building forms that reinforce the perception of the natural 
topography. 
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Locate buildings in line with existing contours 
when feasible. 
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Preserve views to scenic features. This building rises 
above the vegetation of the hillside, thereby blocking 
views, and is inappropriate. 

 

Saxon Mountain Road winds its way 
through the Meadows Hillside Character 
Area. 
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Orient buildings on the site to 
complement the natural topogra-
phy. 

Use retaining walls and terraces to minimize 
cut-and-fill that would alter the perceived natu-
ral topography of the site. Screen retaining 
walls with plant materials or face them with 
rock. 
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Large areas of glass in exterior walls that 
may allow “spill-over” of interior light 
sources, resulting in nighttime glare, 
should be avoided. 

Contact the town for more information about  
Georgetown’s “Dark Sky” ordinance. 
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In this chapter the   
following topics 
are addressed: 
· Design Goals  
· Mass and Size  
· Building and Roof 
Form  

· Relationship to 
the Town Grid  

· Pedestrian      
Systems  

· Positive Open 
Space  

· Automobile      
Circulation and 
Parking  

· Service Areas  
· Corporate and 
Franchise Designs  

· Architectural 
Character  

 

The Gateway Commercial Character Area. 
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The Gateway Commercial Character Area. 
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Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 
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Long ridgelines parallel to the street shall 
be broken by dormers, setbacks or in 
some other fashion. 
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Gable 

Hipped 

Shed 

The simple forms of gable, 
hip and shed roofs are ap-
propriate. 

Cross-gable 
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Create “places” with distinct identities within 
project. 

 

Open spaces should also connect with 
natural amenities such as Clear Creek and 
the lagoon. 
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Clearly identify the road edge and project 
entrances for both automobiles and pedes-
trians. Leaving the road edge undefined is 
discouraged. 
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Contact the town for more information about  
Georgetown’s “Dark Sky” ordinance. 
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GATEWAY MIXED-USE 

In this chapter the   
following topics 
are addressed: 
· Design Goals  
· Mass and Size  
· Building and roof 
Form  

· Pedestrian      
Systems  

· Positive Open 
Space  

· Lighting  
· Service Areas  
· Automobile      
Circulation and 
Parking  

· Architectural 
Character  

 

The Gateway Mixed-Use Character Area 
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Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 
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The heights of buildings should 
vary. Provide one-, two- and 
three-story elements. 

Break up a larger building into 
subordinate elements to re-
duce its apparent size. 
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The simple forms of gable, hip, shed and flat roofs are   
appropriate. 

Shed 

Hipped 

Gabled Cross-Gabled 
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Open spaces should also connect with and 
provide views to natural amenities such as 
Clear Creek and the lagoon. 

 

Create “places” with distinct identities 
within projects. 
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Contact the town for more information about  
Georgetown’s “Dark Sky” ordinance. 
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In this chapter the   
following topics 
are addressed: 
· Design Goals  
· Mass and Size  
· Building and roof 
Form  

· Pedestrian      
Systems  

· Building Setbacks  
· Building           
Orientation  

· Positive Open 
Space  

· Automobile      
Circulation and 
Parking  

· Architectural 
Character  

The Gateway Multifamily Character Area 
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Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 
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Divide a building into modules that are similar 
in size to buildings seen traditionally. 
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Break up a large building into subordinate 
elements to reduce its apparent size,         
especially for buildings on large parcels. 
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Developed shared open space between projects. 
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Consider providing parking in enclosed structures that are 
separate from the primary structure. These garages 
should be smaller in size than the surrounding single-
family residences and appear as secondary structures on 
the site. 
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The Gateway Mountainside Character Area. 
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In this chapter the   
following topics 
are addressed: 
· Design Goals  
· Mass and Size  
· Building and Roof 
Form  

· Platting  
· Streets and Drive-
ways  

· Views  
· Building           
Orientation  

· Cut-and-Fill p 
· Landscaping  
· Site Lighting  
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Make sure you  

understand the Design 

Goals for your  

Character Area. The 

Design Review  

Commission will  

consider how a  

proposed project 

meets these goals. 

Consider providing a 

written statement to 

the DRC that outlines 

how your project 

meets the intent of 

these goals. 
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Buildings that cut into slopes 
are encouraged where they 
can help minimize the per-
ceived mass and size. 
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Use building forms that reinforce the percep-
tion of the natural topography. 

 

Preserve historic trails that are located in the 
hillside area. 
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Preserve views to scenic features. This building 
rises above the vegetation of the hillside, 
thereby blocking views, and is inappropriate. 

Minimize the visual appearance of all new 
streets, as seen from lower viewpoints in 
town. Consider ways to minimize distur-
bance of natural topography wherever new 
streets or drives are contemplated. 
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Minimize cut-and-fill that would alter the per-
ceived natural topography of the site. This ex-
cessive cut and retaining wall is inappropriate. 

Use retaining walls and terraces to 
minimize cut-and-fill that would alter 
the perceived natural topography of 
the site. Screen retaining walls with 
plant materials or face them with 
rock. 
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Large areas of glass in exterior walls that 
may allow “spill-over” of interior light 
sources, resulting in nighttime glare, 
should be avoided. 

Contact the town for more information about  
Georgetown’s “Dark Sky” ordinance. 
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In this chapter the   
following topics 
are addressed: 
· Natural Resources  
· On-Site Hazards  
· Site Drainage  
· Views  
· Residential    
Building            
Orientation  

· Pedestrian       
Systems  
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Be aware that portions 

of some Character  

Areas are within geo-

hazard, flood or      

unstable soil areas. 

Individual project 

plans should           

incorporate designs 

that mitigate the    

specific site conditions 

that may be present. 
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Preserve views to significant features. 
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Develop drainage systems as amenities. 
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Orient the primary entrance of a building to-
ward the street. The gable end of a structure 
should also face the street. 

The entrance element of this building does not 
face the street and is inappropriate. 
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In this chapter the   
following topics 
are addressed: 
· Landscaping  
· Fences ,Walls and 
Gates  

· Lighting  
· Residential    
Parking  

· Public and     
Commercial   
Parking  

· Service Areas  
· Utilities 
· Snow Shedding  
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The Georgetown  
Municipal Code requires 
Design Review for   
exterior work, “...
inclusive of driveways, 
parking  
areas, patios, sidewalks 
and walkways, and 
fences and walls, but  
excluding and excepting 
live vegetation (trees, 
shrubs and flora) utilized 
in landscaping,  
man-made landscaping 
structures less than fif-
teen (15) inches in 
height above grade, yard 
art, and signs for which 
no permit is required un-
der the Town's sign 
regulations.” 
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Minimize the height of retaining 
walls. Use a series of terraces 
with short walls where the overall 
retaining height must be greater 
than four feet. 
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Contact the town for more information about  
Georgetown’s “Dark Sky” ordinance. 
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In order to minimize the impact of a ga-
rage on the street scene, it should be 
detached and located to the rear of a 
building. 

This garage, which is not set back and has a 
solid concrete driveway, is inappropriate. 
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Minimize the negative visual impact of 
cars parked on site. Divide parking 
lots into smaller areas with planted 
buffers between them. 
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Trash areas for residences should be 
screened from view, using a fence, hedge or 
enclosure. 
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If attached to the building, solar devices 
should lay flush with the roof line. This de-
vice is inappropriate. 
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In this chapter the   
following topics are 
addressed: 
· Architectural    
Character  

· Directional         
Emphasis  

· Residential       
Windows, Doors 
and Other      
Openings  

· Porches,            
Balconies, Decks 
and Awnings  
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YES! 
vertical 
emphasis 

NO! 
horizontal emphasis 

Buildings should have a vertical emphasis. 
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BUILDING DESIGN 

Large surfaces of glass are inappropriate. On the sketches below, the 
shaded areas represent the amount of glass on a wall surface. 

Appropriate 
Inappropriate 
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The use of a porch, balcony or deck is encouraged in any residential development. 
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BUILDING MATERIAL 
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In this chapter the   

following topics 

are addressed: 

· Building  Materials  

· Roof Materials  
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Synthetic materials, such as this compos-
ite cement board, may be considered if 
they appear similar character and detailing 
to traditional building materials. 

 

For larger buildings and projects on large 
parcels, consider a combination of appro-
priate materials as a means to reduce the 
apparent size of the project. 
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Metal roofs work best on homes with front-facing gable 
roofs, small homes and/or homes with simple roof forms. 

 

Metal roof materials should have a matter, 
non-reflective finish. The glare seen from 
this roof is inappropriate. 



 

BOOK III 

page 98 

BOOK III 



page 99 

 

���������+ �

����
���������������	�
*�������������*������	��#�	����	�� �
�
���	�������� �

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�

ADDITIONS AND ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

����� �����
�� ��
�
���� ��
� �
����� ������
�� ���� ����
 -
���
�� ���� ��
� ������������� ��� ������������ ��� �

� �� -
�
��������������
������
�$������
 �$
���
������ ���
 -

��� 1
�����1������������
��
���������
���
����
���� ��-
�6
�� ����� �
�
0���� �
����� �������� %������ ��
�
� �
�� ���
������� ��
� ��
� ����0������ ������
�� ���� �
����� ����
 -
���
�������
�������
�1.��
�������
������
����������
�
;<�=)�������	�(	�7���������������������	�����	����	 ��
��� ���� ��� ������ ��	��� ����
�� ����	������ ���� �����
����� ��� �������� ����� �� � ���	�����
� ���� ����!�
������
��
�
�� ��
����� � ��	� 
�������� ��� ����
�� ������� �����
	������������	�(�	������	�(	�7��� &�

���������	
�����������	�(	�(�	���������������������
���	
�����F#����	�%��$��;��������,����	���?���3
$�	������	���8����������������	
���������	���
3
��@����������������	�����A��������������	����	����� ���
�����	���	����	���8�&������	�����(	�(��������������
��������	�� ������(��
� �	���� ��� ���� ������9��	� ���
$���� ���� �$(���� ��� ����� ����� ��� �������
�9�	��
�
�����	���	����	���������������������������8  

In this chapter the   

following topics are 

addressed: 

· New Accessory 

Structures  

· New Additions  

· Roof and Dormer        

Additions  
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Construct an accessory structure that is 
subordinate in scale and character with the 
primary structure. This one is too big com-
pared with the primary structure. 

Locate an accessory structure to the rear 
of a lot. 
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